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Supporting reflective skills by ePortfolios ς with a focus on critical thinking 

Competency based approaches on learning emphasize the need for learning more than just facts, but rather for developing 
skills and personal and social competencies in formal learning scenarios. This is supported by instructional approaches that 
focus e.g. on argumentative activities, inquiry learning or critical thinking. Even if this kind of competencies may be assessed by 
paper and pencil tests in lower secondary, the implementation of ePortfolios can provide additional benefits for the learners: 
They can document their personal development and learning outcomes with the use of ePortfolios and therefore reproduce 
their learning gains. This allows learners to reflect their learning gains based on their personal artifacts instead of abstract 
grades. 

The project EUfolio. EU classroom ePortfolios (http://eufolio.eu ) is devoted to the implementation of ePortfolios in lower 
secondary classrooms in Europe. The ePortfolio approach is integrative and interdisciplinary and supports reflective learning, 
critical thinking and the acquisition of further key competences. 

Case studies from EUfolio and further ePortfolio projects are the basis of this session which aims at the elaboration of the 
interrelations between ePortfolios and the development of skills for critical thinking in lower secondary. Participants will find 
ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ePortfolio use. An outlook at the 
possible role of ePortfolios as companions for critical, creative, media literate lifelong learners concludes the session. 



EUfolio ς May 2013 till April 2015 
The EU funded project EUfolio - EU classroom ePortfolios (http://eufolio.eu) has implemented ePortfolios in lower 
secondary classrooms in a range of EU countries supporting curriculum reform towards a competency and skills 
oriented education. The skill of critical thinking can serve as one example how ePortfolios support the development 
of skills and their refelction and documentation.  

EUfolio. EU classroom ePortfolios has been funded with support from the European Commission. This presentation reflects the views only of 
the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein 



21st century skills ς examples of basic frameworks for EUfolio 

Binkley, Marilyn, Ola Erstad, Joan Herman, Senta Raizen, Martin 
Ripley, May Miller-Ricci, and Mike Rumble. "Defining twenty-first 
century skills." In Assessment and teaching of 21st century skills, 
pp. 17-66. Springer Netherlands, 2012. 

 
NCCA = National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (2012).  
Key Skills of Junior Cycle. 
http:// www.juniorcycle.ie/NCCA_JuniorCycle/media/NCCA/Documents/Key/Key_Skills_screen.pdf.  
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ePortfolio: Definition for the project EUfolio 

άePortfolios are (student-owned) dynamic digital workspaces 
whereby students can capture their learning, their ideas, access 
their collections of work, reflect on their learning, share it, set 
goals, seek feedback and showcase their learning and 
achievements.έ 
Basing on: National Council for Curriculum & Assessment (2013). Dublin: NCCA Sample ePortfolio. Available from 
www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum_and_Assessment/Inclusion/Special_Educational_Needs/Level_2_Toolkit/Sample_ePortfolio/ [Accessed 12th September 2014] 



Learning Design Template by Cyprus 
Pedagogical Institute, implementation and 
learning design:  Galician Regional 
Ministry of Education, Spain (Xunta de 
Galicia) = Country Pilot Implementation 
Report ς Guidance, Spring 2014 

Year 2 Secondary -> ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΨǎ age: around 13 

Learning Design for using a WebQuest in combination with 
an ePortfolio 
Å Topic: Charles Dickens / life in 19th century  

(English as a foreign language)  
Å Duration: 2 Weeks (6 hours) 
Å Goals: motivation, curiosity, self confidence, self 

management, learning from and with others 
Å Learning spaces: Webquest (links to Wikipedia), Mahara 



Methodology: 
ÅIdentification of learning skills 
Ålearner-centred approaches  
ÅLearning by doing 
ÅCollaborative learning 
ÅICT based learning 
 

21st century skills: 
ÅComunication  
ÅTeamwork 
ÅCritical thinking 
ÅCreativity 
ÅTaking decisions 
ÅAutonomous work 

Learning Design Template by Cyprus Pedagogical Institute, implementation and learning design by Galician Regional 
Ministry of Education, Spain (Xunta de Galicia) = Country Pilot Implementation Report ς Guidance, Spring 2014 


